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 About our grotto 

individual or $20 per family. Dues are payable at the 

first meeting of the year (January) and includes 

subscription to the Flowstone. 

on the first 

Monday of the month at 7:30 PM 

: 920 st. Joseph Dr. NW 

Cullman, AL 35055 (In the Church Basement) 

Grotto of the National Speleological Society. The club 

will exchange by request with any publishing grotto. 

Republication of any items with in the Flowstone is 

allowed provided that credit s given to the author and 

source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Cover Photo – Neversink 

A beautiful TAG classic 162 foot open air Pit in           

North Alabama 

Photo by Micah Sims  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grotto Contact 

     
Micah Sims 
670 County Road 1139 

Vinemont, AL 35179 

 

Website 

www.cullmangrotto.org 
                                           

Grotto Officers and Appointments 2024 

 Chairman - Micah Sims 

256-708-6116 micahsms93@gmail.com 

 Vice Chair - Scott Murphy 

smoothys1@gmail.com 

 Secretary - Chris Barton 

chrisbartonlifesource@gmail.com 

 Treasure - Harold Calvert 

webecavers@hotmail.com 

 Webmaster - Kuenn Drake 

kuenn.drake@gmail.com 

 Safety - Christian Harris 

stina1212@gmail.com 

 Newsletter 

flowstone25@gmail.com 
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TAG….a whole different spot 

 

  

We stopped and talked to a couple of cavers 

that I knew and then headed back to the 

truck. It was sort of hot so after a little talking 

we decided since it was only about 35 or 40 

minutes from home we would leave and come 

back to watch the fire later that night. We went 

back home and took a little nap and then 

headed back for the fire.  

When we got back I noticed that Huntsville 

had a big tent so we walked over and talked 

to several friends. Well it was finally time for the 

big show so we took our place and watched 

as the staff lit the pile. After standing around 

we ran into a caver friend from Tenn. and 

spent the rest of the night talking with her until 

we had our fill of TAG 2024. Until next Year… 

 

M. Sims 

Well it is that time of year once again. Cavers 

come together for the south’s caver version of 

“Burning Man”. This year the event in question 

was to be held at a new venue a lot closer to 

home then previous years. This event brings 

cavers from all over to spend the weekend 

camping, caving, and whatever else cavers 

do.  

This year once again my wife, Jamie 

accompanied me to check out the venue just 

for the day and then stick around for the grand 

finale ... .The big bone fire. We made it over to 

the location at around 12 in the afternoon. We 

got signed in and got all of our shirts, 

guidebooks, and name badges. We walked 

around to familiarize ourselves with the set up 

for this year. It brought back some memories 

of past TAG events that were held at 

Sequoyah Caverns back in the 90’s. The 

camping area is very similar.  
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admiring all the formations and 

made it to the 2nd drop which 

was an easy 15’, and then the fun 

began. 

The next part of the cave took 

some exploration to find the way 

and eventually we came to the 

first wet drop, chicken head drop. 

The ACS write up says to resist the 

temptation to stay dry here you 

won’t fit. They weren’t kidding. This 

is a tight vertical squeeze with a 

raging waterfall, pounding on 

your head. Andrew got his helmet 

End of the year trip to Elmo’s Canyon 
Chris Barton, NSS #72512 

 

After looking for a group to take on this trip for a month or so I finally 

tricked Matt Mcbryde and Andrew Matievski into joining me. None of 

us knew what we were about to get into. 

When we got to the parking area, we noticed the creek we would 

normally walk across was at full flood stage with a strong current. We 

probably should have turned around then, but instead we rigged a 

traverse line across the river and committed to the trip.Credit: Chris 

Barton After a rough hike up the mountain we made it to the cave, 

which is a small hole next to a massive sink hole. The whole area is 

beautiful.  

The first drop was a dry and beautiful 151’ with a standing rebelay and 

3 deviations around a series of ledges. We moved through the canyon 

out from under us so we rigged a traverse line to the first set of bolts for 

the 110’ pit. At this point I was getting cold and the water was flowing 

so hard there was a mist in the air so I decided I wasn’t going to go, but 

Andrew went ahead and rigged it and made it to the bottom, reporting 

complete white out conditions on the way down. I think I made a wise 

decision. None of us had wetsuits with us.  

After he bounced the pit, we started to de-rig and dragged all the gear 

back to the canyon. Chicken head was twice as bad on the way up 

but we finally made it out 6 hours after we began. Matt and I elected 

to walk (swim) through the creek (river) on the way out to wash off while 

Andrew army crawled the traverse.-- This was a very advanced and 

sporty cave that we barely explored any of and I won’t be satisfied until 

I complete it. 

I can’t wait to get back and I will be better prepared this time. 

stuck here trying to avoid the 

water. We all got completely 

soaked. At the bottom of the drop 

is a funny shaped rock that looks 

like a chicken’s head. I can only 

assume this is how it got it’s funny 

name. 

The next part of the canyon gets 

really tight, Matt had to take his 

gear off to fit. We made it through 

a few restrictions and as we 

approached the 4th drop the roar 

of water got louder and louder. 

The floor of  the canyon  dropped  
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This Wolf or That Wolf 
  By: M. Sims 

 

 

 

  

The day started out sort of rainy so we didn't really 

know what to expect out of the planned trip. Chris 

had set the trip up but had to bail last minute. The 

ones that were slated to go didn't want to cancel 

so we kept with the plan. We were to meet at the 

landowner’s place and head down to the sink. 

This trip would be a little different as it didn't require 

a long travel time since it was in the Newsome 

sinks area.  

I made it to the parking area a little early, so I 

spent some time talking with the landowner Mr. 

Garland. He is a very nice guy and we spent some 

time talking about some interesting photos that he 

has collected over the years that have to do with 

world history, ( a story for another time).  

Well, the rest of the crew finally showed up and 

we started down the trail. Mr. Garland took us part 

of the way since no one on the trip had been to 

this location before. He left us with some directions 

and off we went. It didn't take long to find what 

we were looking for.  The sink is rather large and is 

home to a couple of different caves. The two we 

were interested in are Mike's Wolf cave and Wolf 

cave. We made our way down to the bottom of 

the sink and entered into Wolf cave. This cave has 

some very large passages and is full of old 

signatures from the 1800’s and early 1900’s. Andy 

Zellner was really interested in these and we spent 

some time taking photos.  

 

The group went back as far as we could and 

headed back to check out Mike’s Wolf cave. 

As we were headed out we explored a long 

side passage that was on the map just to see 

what it was about. After spending a fair 

amount of time negotiating some narrow 

twisty turny type of passage it was 

determined that the group would turn back 

and head out as there wasn't really anything 

of significance to see.  

We made it out and easily found the 

entrance to the other cave. These two caves 

are very different. One having very large 

defined passage and the other was sort of just 

a lot of break down and boulder filled rooms.  

The group explored some little side leads, but 

didn't make it back to one of the pits in the 

back that is around 60 ish feet. We opted to 

exit and see what the rest of the day held for 

us.  

The group made our way back to the parking 

area and thanked the landowner for the 

opportunity for exploration. Some of the 

group had some other plans on checking out 

a different cave that was on their way home 

so off they went. Christian and Myself 

grabbed a burger at a local cafe and we 

each headed home.  

Christian Harris    Andy Zellner     

Shanna Hutchinson    Page Ashwell 

Micah Sims  
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Photos By Scott Murphy  

2 photos of “A new discovery”... 

2 Photos from Neversink  
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Bridge Day was another great success and memorable 

event this year. The VBATS team of 16  rappelled 43 times 

off the New River Gorge Bridge in Fayetteville, WV. A lot of 

fun and fellowship enjoyed by all. A hearty THUMBS-UP to 

everyone, and many thanks to our team leader, Harold!! 

Join the VBATS Team for Bridge Day 2025!  Spots are limited… 
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