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Membership in SCCi supports
our ongoing work to protect
wild caves. Without you, it's
just not possible. By giving to
SCCi and wild cave
conservation, you are saving
caves - for now and forever.

Membership info is available
by emailing
membership@scci.org.

TAG Calendar

February 5
Grotto Meating
7:30 L&N Railroad Depot (Hybrid)

February 15
Rope Practice

6:30 920 St, Joseph Drive. NW

February 24
SCCi Member Appreciation Day
Fricks Cave Preserve

March 4
Grotto Meeting
7:30 L&N Railroad Depot (Hybrid)

March 21
Rope Practice
6:30 920 5t, Joseph Drive, NW

July 1-5, 2024
NS5 Convention, Sewanee, TN.
Ragistration and details at caves.org
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Kinlock Rock Shelter Cave
By: Scott Murphy

This is the only cave in
Bankhead National Forest that
you can go into. Technically it
qualifies as a cave in the ACS.
We planned on going up to
hike to Virgin Falls ut decided
it was too short notice. It's one
of my favorite hikes. There are
several Karst Windows there
and caves. We havent
entered any of the caves
because the hike to them is
long enough..... and | think
they are closed during the
wintertime.

Starline Pit

By: Harold Calvert, Kuenn
Drake, and Micah Sims

We've just been to Starline Pit
on Hightop Mountain, Skyline
Wildlife Management Area.
91” pit, Harold and Micah went
looking for it 3 months ago and
did a baton death march and
didn’t find it so went back
today and found it. It was only
40 more feet! Kinda walked
like a snake to it — all the way
around it. Chris was within
spitting distance to it and
walked right past it, gotta work
on his karst identification skills.
Gotta get  that smell,
caver-vision. Reminded me
(Micah) of a small Neversink,
looking up. Except for the
death rocks, they were
ugly-looking and right across
the pit. They looked like they
were well “glued”. Micah saw
the bird nest going down,
about 20° down in a little
alcove. We rigged on the low
side, pretty good rig point
although the lip is not the
easiest, had a crack that the
rope kept going in. Could rig
on the high side and do a free
drop — would need to do a little
bushwhacking. Other than the
lip, Kuenn thought the rope
was in a good place. Harold
wondered if it hadn’'t been
raining the rock would be dry,
and that would help a lot. Little
bit of cave at the bottom. Chris
went to the back and saw a
little waterfall. Would have to
belly crawl to get to it, looking
through the belly crawl, you
could see the waterfall coming
down. What did we learn
about Starline Pit? When you
get to the landslide, go left!
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You'll go up the horse trail.
Take the horse trail out of the
parking lot and then make
your was down the landslide
and down the creek bed.
Backpacks save your head!
Bring a walking stick, you'll
save yourself a lot of energy.
120’ rope rigs it easy. Nice pit
with ledges all the way down.
We all bounced it once and
Harold and Kuenn bounced it
twice. It was foggy going up
there. About a 45-minute hike
if you take a straight route.

Neversink

By: Melanie Bennett, Nicholas
Crotwell, Amber Jackson, and
Andrew Machtolff

*As told at post-trip dinner at

BuenaVista Mexican
Restaurant:
Andrew — we arrived at

Amber’s house. Andrew beat
Mel. We packed up and
headed north. Looked sunny
and warmer than it was. We
arrived, unpacked, and hiked
up. We (Andrew) brought
enough stuff for a full baseball
team, much more than needed
because of the callouts. They
probably called out because it
was in the 20s outside. Amber
rigged and Andrew helped set
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the rope pads. Amber went
down first while it was still light
and met Fernando, the
possibly rabid raccoon.
Andrew and Nick came down
next and were almost killed by
the falling ice(berg). Andrew’s
phone fell 160’ on his rappel
down and survived. It was cold
AF in the pit. Up top, the
heaters and camp stove didn’t
work because the fuel had
frozen. Like the artic explorers
that came before us, the trip
ended in cheese dip.

Mel — was snowing, icy. Hike
wasn’t that bad. First time
rappelling with snow and at
night. Ride down (rappel) was
smooth. Had to use all bars
with the 10mm rope. Ascent
was difficult. Hands were cold!

Nick — left work early. Hiked up
with the group from the
parking area. Geared up and
went over. Nervous about the
ice. Met the raccoon. Survived
attempted murder from
“iceberg”. Had a blast coming
up, worked hard to navigate
the lip. Had a ton of fun up top.

Amber — took 3 people in the
pit and brought out the same 3
people. It was successful trip!

A first look at Lazy G Chapel
& Cabins

By: Amber Jackson

The TAG Fall Cave-In
Advisory Board (CAB)
scheduled a site visit to the
Lazy G Wedding Chapel (3591

Greenbriar Cove Rd, Union
Grove, AL 35175) on February
4, 202 to tour the property and
begin discussing the layout for
the annual fall event. All
cavers who wanted to see the
site and be a part of the crew
that transforms it into the new
how of the TAG Fall Cave-In

There is a large area for the
vendors; it is roughly the same
size as the vendor's area at
the last site.

The new camping area is a
large field, which will be
slightly different from the past
TAG site (tree cover will be
minimal), but will
accommodate the amount of
people that are expected to
attend. A large creek that
separates the camping area
and the vendor's area; bridges
across the creek will be for
foot traffic only. Four cabins
on the property will be
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available, details TBD.

The CAB is working hard on
planning and will need a lot of
help soon to get everything
ready. Grottos are encouraged
to reach out to designate the
camping area they would like
to use for this and future
Cave-Ins.



