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THE FLOWSTONE

About our grofto

[1 Membership to the Grotto is $15 per year for
individual or $20 per family. Dues are payable at the
first meeting of the year (January) and includes
subscription to the Flowstone.

[1 Grotto meetings are currently held on the first
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM (2" Tuesday when
holiday conflicts)

1 Location of meetings: 920 st. Joseph Dr. NW
Cullman, AL 35055 (In the Church Basement)

[J The Flowstone is the published by the Cullman
Grotto of the National Speleological Society. The club
will exchange by request with any publishing grotto.
Republication of any items with in the Flowstone is
allowed provided that credit is given to the author and
source.

Grotto Contact

Micah Sims
670 County Road 1139
Vinemont, AL 35179

Find Us At:

Facebook
Cullman Grotto of the NSS

Welbsite
www.cullmangrotto.org

Grotto Officers and Appointments 2024

=  Chairman - Micah Sims
256-708-6116 micahsms?23@gmail.com

= Vice Chair - Scott Murphy

smoothys1 @gmail.com

= Treasure - Harold Calvert

webecavers@hotmail.com

» Trip Coordinator - Chris Barton

chrisbartonlifesource@gmail.com

= Safety - Christian Harris

stinal1212@gmail.com

= Webmaster - Kuenn Drake

kuenn.drake@gmail.com

= Newslefter

flowstone25@gmail.com
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THE FLOWSTONE

Varnedoe Cave &y: micah sims

Once again, the two There are a couple of
Grofttos joined forces for an ~ enfrances you can
epic trip to an Alabama take but we chose the
cave. Members from both easier one. Our group
Montgomery and Cullman was made up of
came together on a cold seasoned and new
morning in Huntsville to cavers. A total of 9
explore the depths of cavers made the
Varnedoe Cave. journey. With this many
we opted to sort of
spread out and not
have a lot of people
waiting at the drops.

This cave is fun multi drop
frip that doesn’t require a
wet suit. The drops are
close together so there isn't
a lot of traversing with @
boat load of gear. With the
longest drop around 100’
or so a lot of rope isn’t
required. Thisis a trip that
newer vertically proficient
caves can go on due to all
of the drops are easy to
navigate.

After reaching the
bottom of the last drop
the smaller cavers can
navigate along
canyon section that
ends up in some dome
rooms with some
formations. A few of
our group decided to
make this frek while
the others started
climbing out. Everyone
made it out and we
derigged as we went.
The group made the
hike out and the
majority made it to a
local eatery to end the

trip.

The hike to this gem covers
the spectrum. It starts out in
a neighborhood walking
down the sidewalk but
then enters the tree line
and is probably more
challenging than the cave.
It is down a bluff side that is
slippery and rocky. Th e
hike isn't that long

compared to other TAG ¥ ,
caves. o M. Sims
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THE FLOWSTONE

Turn on the "Microwave”
By: Chester Copperpot

Caving isn't always gearing up and venturing
underground. Sometimes it is about walking around
in the woods looking for some prospective caves to
plan future trips to.

On this cool rainy day that was the case. | made my
way up to Jackson County to find a cave that has
been on my list for a year or two. | first got turn on to
this cave just because of location. This one is
located on the WMA and isn't that far of the road. |
found the listing just scrolling through the cave
survey and found the description. This one,
according to the description, can be a challenge.
This cave is a multi-drop wet suit cave and seems to
check most of the boxes for a butt kicking trip.

As | found the area to park, | immediately found
some caving gear that was left or dropped by a
previous caver. The hike to this gem isn’t that terrible
as it follows a road for the most part. There is some
gradient change, so you have to deal with that on
the way out. There isn't a trail so to speak but if one
leaves the road at the right location, it is sort of
obvious where to go.

| didn't enter the cave but did take a look around
the entrance and took a couple of photos and now
can put this one on the” to do list”, So look for a trip
report on this one later this year.

Until next time, Be safe, Cave softly, & get vertical.
Your adventure guide...

-Chester C

Volume 31 | Issue 1 | Quarterly Newsletter of the Cullman Grotto of the National Speleological Society




THE FLOWSTONE

Photos from the exploits of
Chris Barton

Paint Rock River Cave
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THE FLOWSTONE

Under A Rock

By: M. Sims

The rain was steady as we pulled in the
parking area on a Saturday morning. Harold
pulled up the radar as we were inroute to the
parking area and it looked like we would be
out of the rain in around 30 minutes or so. We
discussed our options and decided to wait it
out before we headed into the woods. As the
last drops fell on the windshield, we started
gearing up to make a hike to a - new fo us -
cave. Only one personin our group had been
there before, Chris, the leader of this bunch
of refugees for the day.

This cave had been on my radar for a while.
The map had some really nice formations in it
and the description hooked me in as well.
Chris had been several times so he had
planned a trip for the group. We started up
the trail and made it to where he thought it
was located. After a little searching we found
the entrance. Unlike most caves this entrance
is not in a sink. It is an obscure hole below a
rock, so you have to do some searching to
find it.

We started rigging and made our way in.
Chris and Harold went ahead fto rig
everything. Cody and | hung back a few
minutes to let them get a good start. Doing it
this way keeps everyone from bunching up in
one spot.

Space is limited in the passageways so if you
can space people out it works out a little
better. This was also Cody'’s first trip with our
group so it gave me some time to see if he
was going to need any assistance at any of
the re-belays. After the first couple of rigs it
was clear he knew what he was doing and
didn't need me to hold his hand, so to speak.

We all made it to the bottom and started
looking around at the formations that make
this trip well worth the effort. We poked
around and climbed up to see new stuff at
every turn. We then started our way out. As a
couple of us climbed, others still poked
around to see what else they could find. This
cave still holds surprises around each corner.

Going out is somewhat slower due to the
fact you have to de-rig everything, and that
takes some time. We slowly made our way
out, pulling ropes and bags at each drop.
Finally, we emerged from the depths to a
nice day. We made our way back to the
parking area and then to find a Mexican
restaurant to finish the frip right.

Until next time.

M. Sims
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THE FLOWSTONE

March — Grotffo V

Vertical Practice is typically held on the 3@ Tuesday of
each month, schedule and location does fluctuate, so
watch for changes on Cullman Grotto of the NSS
Facebook page. Everyone is invite, regardless of
experience level. Gearis available, if needed.
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THE FLOWSTONE

Trip Repor#-
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The above snapshots were taken from the Newsletter section of
the grotto’s website (CullmanCrotio.org) The Flowstone 1994-
2000, 1996 Edition. Continue ready there for the rest of the story...

and plenty more!
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THE FLOWSTONE

From the Chairman

Welcome to 2025. It is going fo be an exciting  You may also have noticed we moved to the
year. Let’s get into what we gotf going on. First, church on ST. Joseph Sireet. This was an
we have fiad an u‘ i€k in new people inquiring  ynexpected move, but it was necessary due to

about the @ ‘ 189 a few have come to  the United Way moving locations and the city
check s "ﬂ’;

Wibeople: Welcome fo the  taking over the depot to use as office space. We
=le” yeytelir e O‘UFQFOUO“ __hope.we.canp 9.& our feet here for hile-gfid
o ’

3 ® ‘(QF':\\ . O
a - gua erly edifion’

gl d d the overdll look
, s§feel free“to-sendl.in trip
oﬁ |CTég Tho’r moybe;n’rereshng
nd anything you want
z

‘flowstone25 email and

jifor our newsletter and

r otherinformation. We will

SERA, TAG, Convention.

e cm be fun events, and you
e:’re in some of Those
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